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A place-based understanding of the impacts of post-industrialism in East Durham communities

Chief Investigator and Researcher: Dr Carol Devanney

Hello, my name is Carol Devanney and I am a Lecturer in Public Policy in the School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Law at Teesside University. I am undertaking a research project and I would like to invite you to take part in an interview. Before you decide if you want to please read the following information and discuss it with others if you wish. Please contact me if you have any questions at c.devanney@tees.ac.uk or on 01642 382858.  

What is the purpose of the study?
The research aims to understand the long-term social and economic impacts of post-industrialism in communities in East Durham. The aim is to inform public policy, and decision-making, to address social and spatial inequalities in this area and beyond. 
Key to this is finding out about the experiences of people living and working in East Durham and exploring the social history, community identity and experiences of different generations in the area. The research will also identify what local stakeholders see as the key issues, challenges and priorities for East Durham and their proposed solutions to address them. 
 
Why am I being invited to take part?
You have been invited because I believe you work / live in the East Durham area and have experiences that will inform the aims of the project. To be able to take part though you must be 18 years old or over and live / work in the East Durham area.


Do I have to take part?
No, it is up to you if you want to take part. Your involvement is completely voluntary.  
	
What would I be asked to do if I chose to take part?
If you are interested in taking part in an interview, please contact me at c.devanney@tees.ac.uk or on 01642 383858. I will send you a consent form to complete to confirm your willingness to participate in the study and arrange the interview in a location, and at a time, convenient to you. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159512274]The interview will be semi-structured and ask you about your experiences, opinions and reflections on living / working in East Durham. It will last up to one hour and will be recorded and later transcribed but no link between you and this information will be made. If there are any questions that you do not want to answer then you can let me know this during the interview. Responses within interviews are confidential, however, should you disclose anything which indicates a risk to yourself or someone else, it may be necessary to breach confidentiality and if appropriate, further action may be taken.

[bookmark: _Hlk18492100]What are the possible disadvantages, or risks, of taking part? 
There are no foreseen disadvantages or risks of taking part. The project and interview questions have been reviewed, and approved by Teesside University School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Law Ethics Sub-Committee.

If after taking part in the study you feel you need additional support, please find below some local organisations that you can contact:
Citizens Advice Bureau
· https://www.citizensadvicecd.org.uk/
· 0808 278 7821 (Monday to Friday 10am-4pm)
Mind Darlington
· https://www.darlingtonmind.com/services-support/ 
· 01325 283169 / 07572 888084




What are the possible benefits to taking part?
There are no direct benefits to taking part although participation will contribute to the findings of the research and may inform the direction, and focus, of future research in this area which aims to co-produce research relevant to local needs and to support local priorities.  

What would happen to the information collected about me?
Signed consent forms will be stored electronically on a secure password protected Teesside University server for five years. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159512387]A master list containing the unique participant study code from the Participant Information Sheet and participant identifiers (name and contact details) will be stored separately to consent forms and interview data on a secure password protected Teesside University server and used only by Carol Devanney. Your data will only be linked to your identity through the code stored on the master list. This will be stored for five years.
[bookmark: _Hlk159512568]The interview recordings will be saved using the unique participant study code and stored on a secure password protected Teesside University server. The recordings will be transcribed and any information, such as people’s names, that could identify individuals in transcripts will be replaced with pseudonyms and, if relevant, broad age bands instead of ages will be used. This will be saved using the participant study code on a secure password protected Teesside University server. The only information that will not be replaced is locations within East Durham (for example, reference to East Durham as an area and the names of places within the area). Direct quotes from interviews may be used in writing up the research findings, but only the locations will be identifiable, so although you may recognise your own words no one else will.  
Non-identifiable data will be stored indefinitely on a secure password protected Teesside University server. This is in case other scientists wish to raise questions about the results that need checking against the dataset. In the event that the study is published in a scientific journal, the non-person identifiable research dataset may be made publicly available (for example, as a supplement to the journal article, or stored on an on-line scientific data repository). 
Personal data including special category data obtained for the purposes of this research project is processed lawfully in the necessary performance of scientific or historical research or for statistical purposes carried out in the public interest. Processing of personal data including special category data is proportionate to the aims pursued, respects the essence of data protection and provides suitable and specific measures to safeguard the rights and interests of the data subject in full compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation and the Data Protection Act 2018.
[bookmark: _Hlk18492115]
What would happen if I started but changed my mind?
If you decide to take part, you can withdraw at any point before or during the interview, and up to four weeks after the interview, without giving a reason. There will be no negative impact on you, or your care, if you choose not to take part or to withdraw from the study. 
If you decide to withdraw after data has been collected then please let me know if you want the data to be removed from the data collection (or kept and used under the terms of your consent) within four weeks of the interview. If you want your data to be removed, your information from the master list and your interview data will be deleted after this four week period.
You can withdraw by contacting me using the details at the bottom of this information sheet and quoting your participant study code (at the top of first page of this information).

What happens if there are any problems?
If you are unhappy, or there is a problem, please contact me at c.devanney@tees.ac.uk or 01642 383858.

If you remain unhappy, or there is an issue which you do not wish to talk to me about please contact the Chair of the Research Ethics Sub-Committee: Professor Nigel Copsey at N.Copsey@tees.ac.uk. 

Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering whether or not to take part in this study.
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