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July 2025

Housing that is affordable for those with a strong local connection, 
(live, work or have family), to Stanhope Parish

Dear Stanhope Parish Community,
I am writing to you in my role of Rural Housing Enabler for Durham Community Action as it is widely recognised that people living in rural communities face real difficulties finding affordable homes in the villages where they grew up, now work and want to live or return to live in. 
Alongside local people, I am working with parish councils, local authorities, registered providers (usually Housing Associations), businesses and organisations across County Durham to understand what the housing needs are in rural areas and how people in those communities can be supported to stay close to their networks, places of employment, or education.
Durham Community Action is a registered independent charity supporting communities throughout County Durham since 1935 and we have a great deal of community engagement experience. We are funded by DEFRA (Government Department for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs) to undertake Housing Needs Surveys and establish if there is a need for different types of housing within County Durham’s parishes. 
I need your help to carry out a review of housing needs in Stanhope Parish.
Surveys are a vital part of the Housing Needs Survey process, so it is important we receive as many responses as possible, from different members of the community to get the full local picture. Maybe you or someone you know, or someone your organisation supports wants to take their first step on the housing ladder, to rent a property close to their place of work, training or just downsize without leaving their community but are finding it hard to do so? 
This is your chance to tell us what you think, and we welcome your views whether you have a need for alternative or affordable accommodation yourself or not so please take a few minutes to complete the attached Housing Needs Survey and return it in the Freepost envelope provided, by 30 September 2025. 
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Or by scanning this QR code using your phone

 


Affordable Housing is defined by the government as housing for sale or rent provided to eligible households whose needs are not met by the open market. 
The survey findings will be analysed by the Durham Community Action and only anonymised, aggregated results will be included in the final report. 
Please note that all your responses and personal information will remain strictly confidential within Durham Community Action and will not be shared wider. 
If you have any questions about the form or would like additional forms to share with your friends, family or colleagues, then please contact Susan Tron, Rural Housing Enabler on 07496461998 or by email at susan.tronmbe@durhamcommunityaction.org.uk
Thank you for taking part.
Yours sincerely,
Susan Tron

Susan Tron, County Durham Rural Housing Enabler


Durham Community Action, 
9 St Stephen’s Court, 
Low Willington, 
County Durham 
DL15 0BF
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